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crests at Chattanooga, 28.5 feet on January 20; 26.8 feet on Janu- 
ary 27; and two also at Guntersville, 2S.0 feet on January 22,  and 
28.5 feet on January 2s.  At Decatur, located in the reserxuir of 
Wheeler Dam, the stage was niaintsined at or above 17 feet until 
February 6, with a second peak of 2.3.9 feet on January 25. Re\ult- 
ing crests at the stations in the Cairo district were: 19.2 feet at 
Florence on January 26; 40.9 feet at Riverton on January 27; 
42.2 feet at Savannah on January 37 and 2s; and 41.0 feet at 
Johnsonville on January 25. The last named mas much influenced 
by backwater from the  Ohio River at Paducah, Icy. These crests 
were considerably under previous records. They were probably 
reduced t o  some estent by storage in the reservoirs in the upper 
portion of the  Tennessee River. 

After the  Missouri floodway went into operation, the  river at  
Cairo fell from 58.6 feet on the afternoon of the 25th t o  57.9 feet 
on the morning of the 2St11, and then resumed rising at ti slou er rate 
as a result of the greater spread of water, a conditiun n.hicIi had 
been anticipated and forecast. The rate of rise decreased materi- 
ally as far upstream as Padurah, Iiy. This decrease was aided l y  
the  overbank flooding of the Cache River Basin. IVater froill the  
Ohio River backed up Biq Bay Creek, whose outlet is 8 miles bclom 
D a m  No. 51, overtopped the ridge separating i t  from the Cache 
Valley, nncl followed the course of the latter across the northern 
portions of bIassac and Pulaski Counties in Illinois, then cutting 
across southern Ale\ander County, entered the hii 
some 10 or 12 miles northwest of Cairo. This course is qaid hr liis- 
torians t o  have bcen a n  ahandoned valley of the Ohio Ri\ er; at that  
time the united Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers folio\\ ed the 
present course of the Ohio from Paducah to  Cairo. A range of 
low hills separates the two basins. 

For the three periods shonn in the table the average dailjr pre- 
cipitation at Cincinnati, Ohio, was 0.17 inch for the first period; 
0.57 inch for the second pcriod;'l.04 inches for the third period; 
at Louisville, Icy., 0.34 inch for the first period; 0.62 inch for the 
second period; 1.47 inches for the third period; from Evansville, 
Ind., t o  D a m  No. 49, 0.22 inch for the first period; 0.70 inch for the 
second period; 1.12 inches for the third period; from Dam No. 50 
t o  Paducah, Icy., 0.37 inch for the first period; 0.47 inch for the  
second period; 1.44 inches for the third period; froin Dnin No. 53 
t o  Cairo, Ill., 0.3s inch for the  first period; 0.54 inch for the second 
period; 1.33 inches for the third period. 

It will be seen tha t  the precipitation for the last period was con- 
siderably heavier than the two preceding periods conibiiied. The 
daily ra te  of rise in the river therefore was much greater i n  the labt 
period, January 19 t o  24, than in the preceding period, Jsi1rini.y 
11-18, inclusive: Evansville, Ind., 1.1 as compared t o  1.0; Dam h'o. 
48, 1.3 as compared t o  1.1; Dam No. 49, 2.1 a5 compared t o  1.1; 
D a m  No. 50,2.2 as compared to  1.2; D a m  No. 51. 1.9 as  compared to  
1.0; Paducah, Icy. (United States Reservation gage), 1.9 as com- 
pared to  0.7; Dam No. 52, 1.5 as compared to  0.7; Dam No. 53, 1.6 
as compared to  0.8; Cairo, Ill., 1.5 as compared t o  0.9 foot. 

Counting from December 30, 1936, the total amounts of rise t o  
the crests, Evansville t o  Cairo, were as  follows: 39.55 feet at 
Evansville; 43.6 feet at D a m  No. 4s; 45.9 feet at Dam No. 49; 51.6 
feet at Dam No. BO; 46.0 feet at D a m  No. 51; 46.6 feet at Dam No. 5%; 
43.2 feet at Cairo. This interesting hulge from dam no. 4') t o  Dam 
No. 50 was due largelv to  a constriction in the river extending from 
the mouth of the Saline River in Illinois to  below Golconda, Ill., a 
distance of about 40 miles, through which the  river must pass be- 
tween high hills varying from l t o  2 niiles apart; these hills being 
a n  extension of the  Ozark uplift. It was in par t  due t o  the watcar 
from the Wabash River, which reached a crest of 27.@ feet at iVoi,nt 
Carniel, Ill., on January 23, its rise having heen stopped short of 
the expected crest bv the breaking of levees along the White River 
in Indiana, some 20 miles ahove its mouth near RZount Carinel, Ill. 

At the  beginning of the rise counting also from Decemher 30, 
stases were very low in the hlississippi River below Cairo: 8.5 feet 
st Memphis, Tenn., and 2.6 feet at  New Orleans. La. Such a con- 
dition produces a rapid current and ordinarilv tends t o  lower the 
stages reached from Paducah, Ky., t o  Cairo Ill. The States west 
of the Mississippi River, drained by the  Missoiiri, White, Arkansas, 
and Red Rivers had been suffering from drought for the last t h e e  
seasons, and contributed no water t o  produce a super flood. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM BELOW NEW MADRID, MO.; 
TO THE MOUTH OF THE WHITE; ST. FRANCIS RIVER 
A N D  TRIBUTARIES 

By F. W. BRIST 

The record-breaking flood of January and February 1937, from 
D a m  No. 26 to  Cairo, Ill., on the Ohio River, and from Cniro, Ill., to  
Natchez, Miss., on the Mississippi River, waq inaugnrated hy heat y 
rains attending a n  enerpetic mea of low-barometric pressure centrnl 
over Kansas City, hlo., nu the  niorning of December 31. On thib 

date a steady rise hegnn in the Ohio River from Parkersburg, W. Va., 
t,o Cairo, Ill., which was uninterrupted at Evansville, Ind., and 
points heloTv ancl only briefly at Cincinnati, Ohio, until the crest 
stages of the flood were reached. 

The crest stages reached in t.he Memphis district were as follows: 
Meiuphis, 4S.7 feet on the self-recording gage and 50.3 feet on the 
Beale St,reet g q e ,  in use by the Weather Bureau in previous high 
floods, February 10; Helena, Ark., 60.3, February 11. 

The crest stage a t  Memphis was 3.7 feet higher than the highest 
previous flood, which occurred in 1913, and 4.3 feet higher t,han the 
flood of 1927. At Helena, Ark., the  crest was 3.6 feet higher than 
t.he previous highest flood, which occurred in 1927. 

No breaks occurred in the Mississippi levees in this district below 
t,he Bessie, Tenn., cut-off ancl the ckirnage was confined t o  the  over- 
low 1 )et.ween the banks and the levees aiid in the backwater areas 

rancis Ba5in in Arkansas and the tributaries of 

The river at hlemphis was above the flood stage, 35 feet on the 
13esle Shee t  g q e ,  froill Janlmry 31 to  March 1, inclusive, or a total 
of 40 c1:tys. It \vas above 40 feet from January 24 to  February 25, 
or 33 days. It. was thus continuously above a stage of 40 feet during 
n longer period than in any Rood beginning with 1903, except that of 
1922, when i t  was 45 days. A t  Helena, Ark., i t  was above 50 feet 
from January 26 t o  hlarcli 1, or 35 clays, tieing a longer period than 
tha.t of :my flood beginning with 1903, escept in 1922 ancl 1927, when 
i t  \vas 44 days. 

The cut-off .zt Bessie, Tenn., whereby a n  undetermined but in- 
creasi!ig amount of water floivcid across a narrow neck of land in a 
loop of the river, a id  t.he delnyccl flow of water through the Cairo 
spillway added nboiit 0.67 foot inore t o  the crest a.t Memphis than 
was apparently indicatecl by the com5iued waters of the upper 
hlississippi mid the Ohio Rivers. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WHITE 
TO THE MOUTH OF THE BIG BLACK; YAZOO A N D  
BIG BLACK RIVERS A N D  TRIBUTARIES 

* * * * 

By R. T. LINDLEY 

Including about 765,000 acres flooded by backwater from the 
h'hsissip1Ji River. the total acreage overflowed during January and 
l~ebrunry  in Delta counties of Mississippi, embracing the Black and 
the R~inflowt.r-Tallaliatcl~ie-Yazoo Basins, amounted t o  about 
1,533,700 acrea. However, i t  is estimated that  only about one-fifth 
of the area flooded was in cultivation, and hhe greater par t  
only spa.rsely inhabited. Also, i t  should be borne in mind that  agri- 
cultural activity was practically dormant at the time of this flood 
and the loss of actual aiid prospective crops was not great. 

A large it,eni of espense was incurred in the evacuation of the 
region, furnishiiig subsistence arid quarters for the families during 
the coiltinuance of t,he flood, end the loss of productive labor. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BELOW THE MOUTH OF THE BIG 
BLACK; R E D  RIVER BELOW SHREVEPORT, LA.; 
OUACHITA A N D  BLACK RIVERS AND TRIBUTARIES 
I N  LOUISIANA; ATCHAFALAYA RIVER 

By W. F. MCDONALD 

The Bonnet Carre spillway Iocat,ed 23 niiles above New Orleans, 
La., was opeucd by the Unitctl States Engineers late in January, and 
o t inaxinium discharged over 200,000 cubic feet per second from the 
river iiito Lake Pontchartrain. The lowering of t.he stage at 
Carrollton gaSe (New Orleans) is estimated t o  have been not less 
than 3 fettt due t.o operation of the spillway. * * * * * 

The State aiid United States Engineers waged a n  intensive 
fight t o  hold levees. Their efforts were completely successful. 
Notwithstanding the fact that  at Natchez, Miss., a new record 
stage almost 2 feet above previous records was experienced, there 
was no levee failure. The Natchez crest stands out as the only 
instance on the Mississippi River below Helena, Ark., in which a 
new record stage mas established. This local peak at  Natchez 
was undoubtedly due to  t,he action of the 12 cut-offs in the Missis- 
sippi River bet.ween the mouths of the Arkansas and Red Rivers, 
which operated to depress stages on the  upper reaches affected but  
produced a new high record at Natchez. Below the latter point, 
crests on the Mississippi River were from 1.0 t o  2.5 feet below the  
previous records estnblished in 1927, while on the Atchafalaya, the 
crest \vas -1.1 feet below the previous record at Simmesport, La. 

This pronounced discrepancy in the development of the crest in 
the Mississippi River at and below Angola, La., as compared with 
t,he Atchafnlaya River, was due t o  the very fortunate circumstance 
t h a t  the  backwater basin in Louisia.na, lying t o  northward of the  


